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The foundations of advanced nations rest on social equality, ethnic diversity, religious harmony and mutual respect. Such nations show pride in their thousands of years old civilizations, the variety of languages and scripts, cultural traits and social values, and make utmost efforts to promote and preserve them. Distinction between modern and backward nations lies in these protections and provision of equal human rights for all inhabitants especially to the minorities. 
However, it may not be true in case of Pakistan which perceives these concepts as rebelling against the very ideas that led to partition of India and her subsequent creation. The foundation of Pakistan was based on negative values such as rejecting social diversity and equality, denouncing secularism and developing a sectarian-based undemocratic constitution. Right from the beginning, the authorities marginalized the minorities by labeling them impure and their cultures and religious connotations profane. Such a policy promoted discrimination based on geographic origins, race, religion, languages, and intellectual and political differences. This flawed definition of nationhood harmed local civilizations and denied minorities the social safety-nets. Consumed by perceived insecurities, Pakistani rulers forced the minorities to either abandon their homeland and become refugees in other parts of the world or accept death as their fate. Once constituting for more than 30% of Pakistan’s population, today the minorities make up less than 3% and the numbers continue to decline. 
The persecution which the Hindus, Christians, Sikhs and Ahmedis face in Pakistan is also carried out in Pakistani occupied Gilgit-Baltistan, which is part of the Princely State of Jammu & Kashmir. Despite the fact that more than 80% of the inhabitants follow Shia and Sufi faiths; the authorities ban their religions in the educational institutions. So far, more than four hundred natives have been killed by Pakistani militants and security forces for demanding religious rights and refusing to abandon cultural and religious identity. Around the time when Prime Minister Bhutto institutionalized persecution of minorities in Pakistan by declaring Ahmedis non-Muslims; he also abrogated State Subject Rule in Gilgit-Baltistan to enable illegal settlement of Pakistanis. Pakistani settlers have since then continued slaughter of natives while occupying their land and assets. Likewise, natives of Gilgit-Baltistan, who are ethnically and linguistically related to the communities in India and Tibet, are denied the right to learn their languages and scripts in schools. They cannot show pride in their culture, dress code or the cuisine which otherwise would be seen as an attack on Pakistan’s national identity. As such, the locals are forced to abandon their thousands of years-old civilization to accommodate the needs and interests of the occupiers.
While the Christians and Hindus are slaughtered for allegedly defiling Quran and Islamic scriptures; militants, who attacked Gilgit-Baltistan in 1998 and burnt more than one thousand Qurans remain at large under the protection of Pakistani security forces. The arson and loot which continued for eleven days, was carried out by more than one-hundred thousand Pakistani militants and soldiers, who also molested and abducted local women as spoils of war.
There are nations which remain delusional that Pakistani ruling establishment can be reformed by eliminating rogue elements within and thereby persuading it to adopt liberal agendas. However this flies in the face of Pakistan’s constitution which is based on the discriminatory two-nation theory and clashes with the common interests of humanity. The plight of the Christians is a bi-product of the original flawed concept of Pakistan which is based on sectarian, anti-human and anti-modern basis. The ideology of two-nation created a privileged religious group and Christians realize that they will never form part of that group. Christians are at the mercy of the goodwill of their oppressive rulers for their rights and security since the constitution fails to provide such guarantees. Pakistani establishment sees itself as the protector of that constitution. Any oppressive policies towards minorities are therefore seen lying within the scope of Pakistani constitution and consistent with the tenants of Islam. 
The reality is that Christians of today’s Pakistan face institutional denial of human rights which are contrary to the covenants signed by Prophet Muhammad in 628 C.E. The Prophet declared protection to Christians by saying, “I hold out against anything that displeases the Christians.” Prophet Muhammad had immense respect for the Christians of Ethiopia who provided refuge to the Muslims. Without that gesture, the Arab marauders have had eliminated Islam in its infancy. He therefore called the Christians his allies. He said, “Muslims were to fight for the rights of Christians. If a female Christian was to marry a Muslim, it was only to happen with her permission. She is not to be prevented from visiting her Church. No one among Muslims is to disobey the covenant till the last day.” But in Pakistan, thousands of Christian females including the minors are raped, abducted and then forcefully married to the Muslims. They face torture and death if they refuse to convert as Muslims. 
The persecution of Christians can reduce only after Pakistani rulers abandon exploiting two-nation theory. But as Taliban increase their influence in Punjab, where majority of the Christians live, their insecurities will also increase. The Taliban receive financial and military support from Pakistani agencies. It is about time that American government stops all kinds of financial support to Pakistan until they overhaul the constitution, provide complete protection and rights to the minorities and eliminate Taliban and Jihadi terrorists from their land.
